George Thomas Diamond Davis

George Thomas Diamond Davis was born in 1897 in Wanstead Essex. He was
the eldest son of George Henry Davis, a builder and general labourer who was
born in Wanstead in 1860 and Martha Davis nee Stuchbery (also spelled
Stuchbury).

Martha was born in Boycott, Stowe in Buckinghamshire in 1860. She was the
daughter of Thomas Stuchbery an agricultural labourer and milk seller who was
born in Hillesdon Buckinghamshire in 1835 and his wife Phoebe Stuchbery, nee
Deeley born in Twyford Buckinghamshire in 1831.

In 1881, Martha Stuchbery, aged 21 was working for the Clumming family as a
general domestic servant. Henry Clumming was an umbrella manufacturer and
the family lived in “Lynton Villa” Wallwood Road Leytonstone. It was during
her time working for the Clumming family that she met her future husband
George Henry Davis.

The Davis family had very strong roots in Wanstead Village with four
generations of bricklayers. George Henry Davis was the son of George Davis a
bricklayer by trade born in 1833 in Wanstead. His father was Thomas Davis
born in Hampstead Middlesex in 1798 and Charlotte Davis born in Wanstead in
1796. George Davis’s wife, Jane Davis nee Spencer was also born in Wanstead
in 1838.

In 1861 the Davis family lived right in the centre of the village of Wanstead.

George Henry Davis and Martha Stuchbery were married on 4" February 1883
at St John the Baptist Church in Leytonstone.

On 30™ December 1885 George and Martha became members of Wanstead
Congregational Church. At that time they were living in Holly Road
Leytonstone.

The couple had 6 children but only five survived infancy. They were Alice
Victoria born in Buckingham in 1887; Florence Martha born in 1892 in
Wanstead as were Lillian Sarah born in 1893; George Thomas Diamond born in
1897 and Ernest Alfred Charles who was born in 1900.
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In 1891, the family were living in Camden Road, Wanstead and by 1901 they
had moved to 6, Cowley Road Wanstead with their 5 surviving children.

In 1911, Martha and George Henry had been married for 28 years. Their eldest
daughter Alice aged 24 had married William Hodgson. Florence aged 20, was
working as a servant for the Glasgow family. She had moved with them from
Wanstead to Jesmond in Northumberland. George Henry aged 51 was still
working as a bricklayer and his sons George Thomas aged 14 and Ernest Alfred
aged 11 were still at school. Lillian aged 17 was still living at home and
unemployed.

George Thomas Diamond Davis was 18 years old at the beginning of 1915. He
enlisted into the Army in Leyton, becoming Private 6477 1/3™ (City of London)
Battalion, London Regiment, Royal Fusiliers, which was a Territorial force.

George was to take part and die in the Battle of the Somme. It was the most
meticulously planned campaign in modern warfare but by the time it was over
150,000 lay dead; 300,000 were maimed or wounded

In July 1916, George’s Battalion was part of the 167" Brigade, 56 (1% London)

s attack on Gommecourt. Two

Division on the extreme left of the 56
companies remained in trenches there and the rest of the Battalion moved to
Sailly-au-Bois on the 3™ July; then to the front line Hebuterne; to Bayencourt
on the 9™ July; Souastre on the 10™ July; Hebuterne on the 12" July; Souastre
on the 16" July. They were on the front line at Foncquevillers on the 20™ July;
then at Souastre on the 29" July and back on the front line near Souastre on

th)

the 6™ August (where they remained until the 18™. George was one of 2 men

killed in action the next day on the 7™ August 1916 — he was 19 years old.

George was buried in a battlefield burial site and after the war his body was
exhumed and re —buried in Grave XXVIII F 2 at the Delville Wood Cemetery,
Longueval in France.

At the foot of George’s gravestone is the phrase, “Abide with me fast falls the
eventide”. This was the very personal dedication arranged by George’s sister,
Florence Martha Davis who after the war was living at 9, Cotters Cottages,
Nightingale Lane Wanstead. It is the first line of the Lutheran hymn which was
very popular in the WW1 trenches and is still sung at Christian funerals.
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George earned the War and Victory Medals.

Below are the 3" London Regiment’s WW1 Medal Records with George

Thomas Diamond Davis’ record highlighted.
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George is commemorated on the Great War Memorial inside Wanstead United
Reformed Church; on the War Memorial in Wanstead High Street and on the

Leyton Schools War Memorial and Book of Remembrance Leyton Library.
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Every effort has been made to contact all copyright holders of the material in
the profiles of these young men. We will be glad to make good any errors or
omissions brought to our attention.

You may download this resource at no cost for personal use as long as you are
not publishing it for sale. All we ask is that you acknowledge the source of this
material.

Margaretha Pollitt Brown for Wanstead United Reformed Church.
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